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Church
Flowers
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Glorifying God in sustainable offering



The culture of floristry for many decades has
been, and largely remains, one driven by the
demand for cheap flowers available at any
time of year. Wholesalers, retailers and
supermarkets have all nurtured and
facilitated this demand, to the detriment of
the environment.

The past
Heightened awareness of the fragile earth and
humanity's place within the wider ecology is driving
positive change in all areas of consumerism. The place
of flowers in our lives remains as important as ever,
with their associations of life-events, emotion,
language and communication. Therefore it is good
that they remain, and even better that they do not
contribute, as far as is possible, to further ecological
destruction.   

The future

A NEW VISION



WHY CHURCH FLOWERS?

From the very beginning, God was in a garden. And in this garden he placed humankind
and commanded them to tend and nourish it. When we obey God we bring glory to his
name. God's glory is reflected in his creation and the best we can offer him is that
creation in return. In our church buildings, the home of God, the home of his people, we
place his creation, nurtured and tended by us as an act of true worship.

Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to work it and keep it.”
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Flowers can be an expression of
our attitude to worship.
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Flowers display the gifts and
vocations of his people.
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Flowers can communicate the
faith and act as a tool for mission
- since they speak of livingness
and the nurturing of the fragile.

SO...



WHAT IS
SUSTAINABLE?
The fifth Mark of Mission of the *Church of
England is:
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation 
and sustain and renew the life of the earth.

Without this mark of mission at the heart of
our life as a people living in integrity, the
command of God to tend and care for the earth
is ignored. Being sustainable doesn't just mean
not taking away from, or decreasing, current
stock. It means to not violate the potential for
long-term future growth and availability.

THE FIVE MARKS
OF MISSION*
To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
 
To respond to human need by loving service
 
To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to 
 challenge violence of every kind and to pursue
 peace and reconciliation

To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation
 and 
sustain and renew the life of the earth



WHERE CAN
WE MAKE A
DIFFERENCE?
There are a few things that go into a
church building on a regular basis and the
place of each reflects both our theology
and our ecclesiology:
Liturgical supplies (i.e.paper service
books/candles etc)

Bread and wine

Heating fuel

Refreshments (coffee/biscuits)

and Flowers...
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The world-wide flower industry
has one of the largest outputs of
cO2. Whilst there are significant
emissions produced by the
importation of flowers from
places like Israel, Kenya and Peru
(roughly 3kg cO2 per flower) this
does not mean that UK or
Netherlands-grown flowers are
better. It is estimated that 79% of
energy used in the Netherlands in
agriculture is for horticulture.
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The flower industry uses vast
quantities of pesticides and
herbicides to maintain quality.
This leads to eutrophication and
a polluting of water sources. 
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The excessive use of pesticides
has a negative impact on
pollinators. The bees are
poisoned by this and the overall
environmental impact, ironically,
is that there is less fruit
produced, and so the cucle spirals
downwards. 

FACTS ABOUT THE FLOWER INDUSTRY

 https://tree-nation.com/projects/inside-tree-nation/article/5956-what-is-the-environmental-impact-of-the-cut-flower-industry



Floral foam - Oasis

New research finds plastic floral foam can be eaten by aquatic animals, and impact animal health
Over two thirds of florists use foam: 72% of these pour foam water down the sink or drain, survey finds.
A new global organisation is challenging foam-based teaching systems to educate florists and consumers about more
environmentally friendly practices 

For nearly sixty years, churches around the world have used Oasis for their floral arrangements. 
Here are some facts about the stuff:

Floral foam is widely used in the floral industry. It holds stems securely in place, opening up a wider range of design possibilities and
offering extra structure and security.
It’s potentially cancerous. And people are being exposed to it, directly through skin contact, or by breathing in its dust.
Oasis Floral Foam made by Smithers-Oasis of North America, is made of plastic that is not biodegradable and it has some
hazardous components, namely: Formaldehyde, Carbon black, Proprietarty Acid Catalysts, Proprietarty Sulfactant and Barium
Sulfate.  The first two being known as carcinogenic.  This foam may be irritating to the eyes, skin, and respiratory tract.  

RESEARCH SHOWS FLORAL FOAM ADDING TO MICRO-PLASTIC ISSUE

 



A study published in Science of the Total Environment has found that the plastic foam,
which breaks into tiny pieces, can be ingested by a range of freshwater and marine animals
and affect their health. 

Ambassador for the Sustainable Floristry Network, Shane Connolly, a long-time advocate
for sustainable floral design, welcomes the research findings and hopes it will help raise
much needed awareness about the product and how it is being used.
“Foam is a convenience that we need to seriously reconsider as a whole industry if we want
to do the right thing by the environment,” said Connolly. “Our industry is meant to be a
celebration of nature. Producing this sort of plastic waste in the
manner that we do is the antithesis of what we aim to do as florists.”
http://www.shaneconnolly.co.uk/

 

Floral foam - continued



PRACTICALITIES OF 
SUSTAINABLE
CHURCH FLOWERS

For this new way to succeed a whole different approach
is required to the gathering and display of flowers
within the church. 
It may not always be possible to do the displays that we
might hope for, but it is far more important to do what
we can with what is available. 

"If you look the right way, you can see
that the whole world is a garden."

Francis Hodgson Burnett



There is an opportunity to delve into the rich history of
flowers in our own cultures, to re-discover the meanings
of certain blossoms and to reflect the diversity of
religious & liturgical significance in how we choose to
decorate our churches on specific occasions.

Many churches follow a Liturgical
Calendar, and this can dictate whether
flowers are appropriate (Christmas &
Easter) or not (Lent & Advent)

SEASONAL AND LITURGICAL



OPTIONS FOR 
YEAR-ROUND
SUPPLY OF FLOWERS
& FOLIAGE

Each week, a bucket is placed outside of the
vestry door and anyone is invited to leave
contributions from their gardens

The church member produces or buys the
(UK-grown) flowers and uses solely those

A budget is provided and set for UK-grown
flowers to be bought and displayed

Flowers and foliage are gathered from the
graveyards

Pot plants are used from members' homes

Links are built with local flower growers
i.e. members of the WI Country Markets/
allotment owners/community
gardeners/convents for a regular supply

Links are built with local garden centres
for the hiring of plants/trees





NOT JUST FOR CHURCH BUT 
FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH

This project is broad in its integrity. An informed ecological
response is driven by a personal belief in its intrinsic good. Each

member of the Church is called to review their own practices and
adjust their consumer/lifestyle choices supported by the wider

community and demonstrated institutionally.
In other words, what each Christian practices individually, that

practice finds its fulfilment corporately.
Thus, together, everyone can make a difference.





The Easter Garden at 
St Dunstan's Stepney 2017 using UK & London-grown

plants, flowers and foliage 





THE SUSTAINABLE CHURCH
FLOWER MOVEMENT INVITES

CHANGE...
Over the coming months and years, every church will be invited to
review their environmental impact, ecological practices and their

consumption of resources. 
This Movement seeks to support churches in making good,

sustainable and long-lasting change. 
Please consider joining the Movement that the earth may be

sustained and renewed for the glory of God.


